Video Script for the United States President Barack Obama at Global Health Security Agenda 2015 High-Level Meeting in Seoul, Korea  by unknown
Osong Public Health Res Perspect 2015 6, S5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.phrp.2015.12.003
pISSN 2210-9099 eISSN 2233-6052- REMARK -Video Script for the United States President
Barack Obama at Global Health Security Agenda
2015 High-Level Meeting in Seoul, KoreaHello everyone! And thank you for being here to
advance work that unites us alldpreventing the spread
of disease and saving lives around the world.
Last year, at the height of the Ebola crisis, I hosted
the first of these high-level meetings in Washington to
bring our countries together around a Global Health
Security Agendadto prevent outbreaks from becoming
epidemics. Today, I want to thank President Park and
the Republic of Korea for hosting this eventdand the
leading support of Finland and Indonesiadso we can
keep building on our momentum.
Ebola reminded us that, in a world as connected as
ours, outbreaks anywhere, even in the most remote
places on earth, have the potential to impact people
everywhere. This is a global challenge. And with all the
skills and technology and knowledge we have, there’s
no excuse for being caught unprepared.
Last year, we made concrete pledges to help prevent
outbreaks by reducing risks, detecting threats more
quickly, and responding rapidly and effectively to avert
even larger outbreaks. The United States committed to
helping at least 30 countries, and the G7 pledged to
assist at least 60. This year, the United States is
providing $1 billion to help our partners in 17 countriesdevelop and implement national plans that will help us
meet our targets. Each of these plans will have concrete
milestones and specific timelines so we can track our
progress and hold one another accountable.
Because, the truth is, most countries still are not
prepared for threats like Ebola. So we have to keep
working together to strengthen and coordinate our
global response. We’ll invest in building the capacity of
individual countriesdimproving infrastructure, updat-
ing equipment, training skilled personnel. We’ll stand
with Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone as they make the
final push to get to zero Ebola cases, stay at zero, and
build health systems that can meet the challenges of the
21st century. And, eventually, we hope to see a world in
which West Africa is a regional leader in the fight
against epidemic threats.
We’ve seen what we can accomplish with focus and
effort, but we still have a lot of work ahead of us. I
believe that if we dedicate the time, attention and re-
sources to meeting this global challenge, we can greatly
reduce the risk that a tragedy like the Ebola epidemic
ever happens again. We can save lives. And in this
work, you’ll continue to have a strong partner in the
United States of America. Thank you.
